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~Making A Difference in Discipling ~　　　　

!
has a plan. I like what the prophet 
Isaiah said when he heard the voice of 
the Lord. “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 
6:8) This is how those respond whose 
hearts, minds and bodies are available 
to the Lord.  

The next day, I met Colin and spent 
much time as I sought to learn if the 
Lord intended for me to regularly meet 
with him. It became obvious to me that 
the Lord had prepared this meeting, so 
I asked Colin if he would like to meet to 
study the Bible together. That launched 
a relationship that began as a discipling 
work and eventually transformed into a 
mentee-mentor relationship as we have 
today. Colin and I meet weekly on 
Skype to pray and discuss Scripture. 

One of the highlights of our weekly 
meeting is memorization of a verse or 
two of Scripture, then doing a thorough 
analysis and discussion. I came to the 
conclusion that many are being taught 
to memorize Scripture without knowing 
much about what they memorize. Colin 
responded to this plan with equal 
enthusiasm, and I was convinced we 
were on to something special. People 
are more likely to engage plans where 
they can see a worthwhile objective. 
Memorization alone was hollow but, 
combined with pursuit of the truth and 
wisdom God planted in His Word, it 
comes to life. I developed a plan and 
tools for this work. 

 (Please visit Second Level store for 
Bilingual Scripture Memorization 

Booklet.)  

FINDING COLIN 
!As I consider the commands in 
2Timothy 2:2 and Matthew 28:19-20 
and the practices of Jesus and the 
Apostles, I seek men to disciple, I 
urge others to do the same, and I 
have learned to teach them how to 
disciple other men. 

We demonstrate our love for God by 
obedience to the commands in the 
New Testament and by imitating the 
lives of Christ and the Apostles. 
Jesus spent a substantial part of His 
ministry making disciples. He ordered 
us to do the same. Jesus made 
hundreds of disciples and choose 12 
to mentor. These 12 men observed 
His ministry, and they did the same. 
The life of God, the Son, and the 
Apostles serve as our models, and 
Paul wrote that we should imitate 
God. (Ephesians 5:1 NASB) By the 
Lord's power, we can do the same.  

One day we will stand before Jesus 
and be given the opportunity to 
account for ourselves; how we used 
the resources and spiritual gifts God 
had given us. Did we bury them in the 
ground as did the servant in Matthew 
25:24-30, or did we use them 
according to God's will as did the 
other two servants (Matthew 
25:19-23, 1Corinthians 10:31)  

A few years ago, I was with some 
Japanese men who meet monthly to 
study the Word and pray. Colin 
Yoshihisa Sewake, a Japanese-
American, was a visitor that day. I 
was intrigued to learn why the Lord 
had brought Colin to us. God always
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In Colin's own words 

"... the purpose of this exercise is to 
allow the Word of God to penetrate our 
hearts (Hebrews 4:12) and transform 
us (Romans12:1-2) to become like 
Jesus Christ in thought and action as 
we meditate on Scripture (2Timothy 
3:16-17). 

"Of all the things I have done as a 
Christian, this has had the most 
effective impact on my spiritual growth. 
I have come to appreciate the 
importance of the Word (2Timothy 
3:16-17) more than ever before, and 
I’ve also learned how to view our lives, 
situations, world events, thoughts, 
opinions, philosophies, etc. from a 
spiritual viewpoint rather than a worldly 
one (2Corinthians 4:18). It has also 
increased my awareness of my own 
spirituality, or lack, thereof, due to sin, 
and the need to confess, repent (Is: 
59:2, 1John 1:9), and remain in God’s 
Word (Joshua 1:8)." 

Continued on page 2….
http://secondlevel.org/?
page_id=1198&lang=en
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Left ：Former main pastor, Rev. Kuniyoshi (Naha Baptist church)　!
Right: Wakako’s father who is growing at the church!

Summer Mission Report

She also had another opportunity to speak at Jujika Fukuin Church (Yomitan, Okinawa), 
where Colin Sewake serves, by hosting a seminar to encourage others regarding 
discipling.  We have received the following comments.  “ I was able to examine where I 
stand spiritually.  Then, I could think of my next step to move on.” “I realized that I need to 
learn more about God’s Words.” “It was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on my faith, and 
I learned new things.” “I learned how I will be able to use my gifts.” and so on.  With the 
work of the Holy Spirit, people are responding to take God’s calling to follow Christ and 
make disciples.  We are so encouraged to see the discipling movement at different 
churches.   Please pray for Naha Baptist Church and Jujika Fukuin Church.  !

　In the past year, Colin has started to disciple two men, and is currently discipling one (Bryan) 
who is responding enthusiastically. The first dropped out in a few months. It is difficult to give 
an average, but many men who I know who are faithful to disciple other men indicate that they 
are thrilled if one in ten follow through with discipling.  
   A few months ago, Colin responded to our invitation to join Second Level staff as the 
Manager of Staff Administration. His mission is to manage ministry administrative issues and 

lead in men's discipling ministry. This work includes assisting the Program Director/President 
with management of staff, promoting, encouraging, assisting churches in focus on discipling, 
discipling men, one-on-one, or in small group in person or via Skype, developing resources for 
discipleship purposes and managing occasional workshop/seminars. 

   Remember to pray for his family. Colin is the only member of his family who has a relationship 
with the Lord. Pray also for Colin and the man he is discipling, Bryan Rulida. And pray for Colin's 
new work with Second Level Ministry - pray that it will be fruitful; that it will bring many more 
opportunities for Colin to make disciples; that his work on staff will take a significant share of the 
administrative burden.

With Mr.and Mrs. Uehara (Naha Baptist church）

Wakako Minamoto（Associate Staff）!
There were various opportunities to serve at Wakako’s church, Naha Baptist Church, in Okinawa while she was on a mission trip to her 
home town in June.  She offered a number of seminars in the morning and evening every Wednesday.   It was all about getting involved 
in discipling and using the gifts that we all have received from the Lord.  She was very moved that pastors and leaders of the church 
were so eager to encourage members to be discipled and disciple others.   They have invited Wakako to their leadership meeting, and 
they were able to discuss seeking effective ways to disciple others through the church.  It was a blessing to seek God’s will together.  

Colin Yoshihisa 
Sewake!!
Second Level!
Staff Manager!!
*Please see his 
profile on the ‘Staff’ 
page on our website.

Okinawa
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Osaka Retreat：!
People who go to the same church got together for a two-day 
mini-retreat. We had good fellowship and learned the necessity 
of spiritual growth.  We 
also dealt with the same 
topic with a different 
group.  We focused!
on ‘Reaching out to 
people intentionally’ and 
discussed how we can 
actually do that. 
Everyone has different 
gifts and burdens for 
ministries, but our vision 
is the same; “Raising 
the Disciples of Christ”, 
following the Great 
Commission (Matt 
28:19-20).  It was good 
to refocus our vision and 
hearts.  !!
Through these 
opportunities, someone 
realized the importance of own spiritual growth and started 
seeking to be mentored.  Others who are already leaders and 
mentors became more aware that they need to set the goal to 
make disciples, no matter what they do.  Small groups would 
become more productive when leaders are more intentional, 
not just having fellowship.  Some others realized that they were 
already mentors among the relationships that they were given! 
Awareness like these will greatly help them to be more effective 
disciple makers.   It was such a blessing to seek God’s will and 
learn about spiritual growth and intentional approach.  I look 
forward to more transformed lives.  !

Kobe Small Group：!
Yoshiko Murata（Associate Staff）!
They have been using a Bible study book 
by Second Level, “Living as a Disciple of 
Christ”, these past two years.  With Yoshiko 
being the leader, they have had a great 

time in sharing, encouraging, 
pondering God’s Words, and seeking the 

application in their lives.  It 
was impressive to witness 

how the ladies were excited 
about the new discoveries.  They are walking in 
steps to be transformed through God’s Words 
and loving fellowship among them.  !

The Power of ‘Being Intentional'  " !by Mayumi Pohl!
 President of Second Level Ministry!!

Second Level Ministry values 
‘Intentional approach’ in faith.  Being 
‘intentional' with the work of Holy Spirit 
is the start of every fruit.   Being a 
witness, making disciples, serving at 
church, and everything else comes out of 
our thankful response in obedience. Then, the Lord Himself 
will bring the fruit as we abide in Christ (John 15:5), listen 
to His voice, and ‘intentionally' take action.  The Lord is the 
One who fills our needs, but aren’t we supposed to 
earnestly seek Him with active faith? (James  2:14-26)  In 
fact, we praise Him for the fruitful work among those who 
are ‘intentionally' approaching others to make disciples.  !!
This past June, while I was in Japan, I had the privilege of 
witnessing amazing God’s work.   I was able to visit with so 
many people and discipleship small groups.  It’s impossible 
to write about all the abundant blessings, but I would like to 
report His work below (page 3 and 4).  !

Umeda Small Group：!
This group was also formed two years ago with the same book, “Living as a Disciple of 
Christ”.  Attendees go to different churches, but it’s been a spiritual oasis for them to 
get together after a long day at work.  They are in transition to seek a different 
approach as a group, and may the Lord guide each of them according to His purpose! 

South Osaka Small Group：!
Masayo Fujiwara（Associate Staff）!
It’s been four years since this group was formed, and God 
is working to transform each of their lives at all times.  One 
of our associate staff, Masayo Fujiwara, leads this group 
and mentors each of them, ‘intentionally’ meeting their 
spiritual needs.  She has led some of the ladies to 
Christ, and after that, of course she is always discipling 
them. After they finished using Second Level’s textbook, 
they are going through Romans with an inductive 
method. Every time when I go home, I visit this group. 
 It’s a big encouragement to see that people joyfully learn 
the Scripture and serve with a full heart at their local 
church with their gifts.  

Osaka / Kobe
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Evangelical Free Church of America 
Reach Global Tokyo City Team!!
We offered a seminar titled, "Reaching Out to 
Japanese with Cultural Sensitivity”.  We all 
learned and discussed how we can convey the 
Gospel message within the Japanese cultural 
context.  How will the Japanese react to the 
biblical message, and will they receive it 

positively or negatively? Understanding the 
differences in their value system can help us examine how 

Japanese think and take the biblical message.  Thus, we can be 
sensitive, considerate, and contexualize as we reach out to the Japanese.  We are very 

thankful for all the people who make sacrifices and share the Gospel with the Japanese.  !!
Tokyo Seminar, “Let’s Get Involved in Discipling!”（in June）!
Several people who are regularly involved in evangelism and discipling got 
together for this occasion.  We learned how much God desires us to be 
transformed and discussed the importance of passing on the spiritual blessings. 
 Everyone also shared their difficulties and challenges in ministries to discuss 
how we can effectively serve others.   These opportunities in Tokyo were one-
time events, but God always uses 
this kind of fellowship for 
encouragement and refocusing the 
existing ministries.   We are thankful 
that brothers and sisters were 
connected with each other, gained 
new insights, and learned from each 
other.  !

② Within U.S.        　　
   
（Check payable to）     
Second Level Ministry　
2841 Greystone Lane 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

③Anywhere in the world　　　    
              
(by credit card）                          
www.paypal.com  
Please send the contribution to:                                            
dainidankai@secondlevel.org    

～　We appreciate your partnership!　～　!
（Thank you very much for being a partner to make disciples and expand the kingdom of God! ）

!
Ayako Berger !

(U.S.Associate Staff)!!Every year when Ayako 
goes back to her 
hometown in Iwate, she 
shares her faith with 
others.  There was a lady who was open to 
hearing the Gospel last year.  Ayako had 
another chance to sit down and take time to 
talk about God with this lady again this 
summer.  This time this lady accepted Christ 
as her own Savior and got connected to a 
local church as well!   In addition, there was 
another person that Ayako had a wonderful 
spiritual encounter with.  This person got 
baptized last year, but as Ayako talked about 
the Lord, she realized that the lady didn’t 
even know the core message of the Gospel 
or believe in Jesus.  As Ayako explained 
about the meaning of salvation, this lady 
confirmed her faith and make a decision to 
follow Christ.  She will go through 15 Step 
Lessons (Second Level Publication) with the 
pastor’s wife...on the way to spiritual growth! !!
Ayako was able to have quality time with the 
pastor of the church where she usually visits 
during her stay.  We are thankful that she 
was able to clearly speak about the 
importance of confirming one’s faith before 
baptism and the salvation through faith in 
Christ alone.  She feels led to keep praying 
for this church, the pastor, and the people.  It 
was a blessing that God used her in so many 
ways while visiting Japan. !

Including you, who are reading this letter, we are very thankful to be connected 
to the faithful brothers and sisters although we all live in various places.  We 
hope to keep seeking unity as individuals, as a church, and as a community to 
glorify the Lord (John 13:35).  Let’s keep loving and encouraging each other 
whenever we can!  Let’s serve with joyful hearts to build the kingdom of God!   

!
Second Level Ministry　　 !

Website: www.secondlevel.org   E-mail: dainidankai@seocndlevel.org!
! 　　2841 Greystone Lane, Atlanta, GA 30341!

770-316-8712

* Second Level Ministry is 501(c)(3) non-profit organization      
and is tax exempt. All gifts are tax deductible.

TokyoIwate

!
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